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“God is a Spirit; and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.”
John 4:24
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What is the meaning of Hebrews 13:8?
By Mike Riley
A querist asks, “In the religious world, there has been a lot of “abuse” and “misuse” of Hebrews 13:8. Can you
please give us the meaning of this verse in context?”
The text in Hebrews 13:8 states:
‘Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.”
This verse must be read in context with Hebrews 13:7 and Hebrews 13:9:
Hebiohid 3.7 statds: Like our Facebook Page

“Remember them which have the rule over you, who have spoken unto you the word of God: whose faith
follow, considering the end of their conversation.”

Just as Jesus’ doctrine or teaching was a large part of the “faith” mentioned in this verse, that “faith” (Romans
10:17) or “doctrine” (Romans 6:17) is like Jesus — never changing. His teaching is never to be superseded
nor supplemented with any new doctrine (Gal. 1:6-12).

Hebrews 13:9 states:

“Be not carried about with divers and strange doctrines. For it is a good thing that the heart be established
with grace; not with meats, which have not profited them that have been occupied therein.”

“tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning | “SiUlelAier<lal=nmipys=1
craftiness by which they lie in wait to deceive, but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into EEIeTe7elZ=teRilsiTe N €lele i
Him who is the head — Christ.“
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workman that needeth
not to be ashamed,

rightly dividing the word
of truth.”
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2 Timothy 2:15




NORTHSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST JUNE 13, 2021

Hebrews 10:26 - 27
By Kevin Cauley

The book of Hebrews is primarily concerned with Jewish Christians who have decided that it is not worth living Christianity anymore and who
have decided to go back to Judaism. The writer of the book of Hebrews is exhorting and encouraging these Christians NOT to go back to
Judaism. The book is laid out much like a sermon with several points being made within the sermon. The theme of the book is “The way of
Christ is the better way.” The main points of the book are as follows: 1) Christ is a better mediator. 2) Christ is a better high priest. 3) Christ
offers a better covenant. 4) Christ offers a better sacrifice. 5) Christ’s way is the way of faith-a better way.

During the course of the book, the writer often stops and exhorts the listeners to faithfulness. For example, in Hebrews 3:12-13 he stops to
exhort against unbelief and disobedience. In Hebrews 4:12-13 he stops to magnify the word of God. In Hebrews 5:11-14 he pauses to rebuke
those who have not grown as they should. This type of exhortation is what is happening starting in Hebrews 10:19ff. The writer is exhorting
the reader to faithfulness. He is careful also to remember the main point about which he is discussing, namely the better sacrifice that Christ
offers. Let’s now read Hebrews 10:19-25.

Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, By a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us,
through the veil, that is to say, his flesh; And having an high priest over the house of God; Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance
of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold fast the profession of our
faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;) And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works: Not
forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day
approaching.

Notice that the Hebrew writer is drawing upon points he made earlier about entering into the Holy place with Jesus as our high priest, he
exhorts us to three things: 1) Drawing near with a true heart (vs.22), 2) holding fast the confession of our faith (vs.23), 3) considering one
another to provoke unto love and good works (vs.24). It is out of this third point-considering one another—that we have the exhortation to
NOT forsake the assembling of ourselves together, but exhorting one another.

Now, the Hebrew writer turns in verse 26 to what will happen if we do not heed his exhortation. That is, if we fail to draw near, hold fast, and
consider one another—things that we KNOW we should do-the Hebrew writer considers this failure to be sinning willfully. When we sin
willfully, there are consequences. These consequences are: 1) There remains no more sacrifice for our sins; 2) we can expect judgment/
condemnation from God; 3) we can expect a fierceness of fire which will devour the adversaries. Two good parallel verses to these verses
would be Hebrews 6:4-6 and 2 Peter 2:20-22. In other words, it is possible for a Christian to so sin as to lose his salvation.

Now that we have looked at the general context, perhaps a few additional questions are in order regarding verses 26 and 27. First, what does
it mean to sin willfully? In essence, this means that a person has learned and obeyed the truth and that now, in spite of knowing the truth, that
person has decided not to heed it anymore in their life and they have turned away from it. This could be in regard to a personal habit in
someone’s life. It could be in regard to disobeying the laws of the land. It could be in regard to sexual immorality. It could be in regard to false
worship. In the context, however, it is specifically in regard to those who simply had stopped coming to the regular assembling of the saints
when they knew it was the right thing to do. Remember James admonition in James 4:17. “Therefore, to him who knoweth to do good and
doeth it not, to him it is sin.”

Second, what does it mean that there does not remain a sacrifice for sins for this person? John comments on this in 1 John 1:6, 7, “If we say
that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have
fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.” The idea is that the blood that Jesus shed no
longer is effectual for us. It will no longer cover our sins if we simply abandon what we know to be true. Therefore, the sacrifice itself is no
longer effectual for our sins.

Third, what is the meaning of verse 27? It simply means that if one continues in this state of rejecting the knowledge of the truth, then one can
expect God to punish him just as God would punish those who had never obeyed the truth (cf. 2 Thessalonians 1:8). It is serious, serious,
SERIOUS business to have a correct understanding of God’s word and then to leave it for willful sin. Let’s each resolve in our minds this very
hour that regardless of what trials and temptations come our way, we will always have a heart that is soft enough and tender enough to let
God’s will rule in our lives.

Some of the “strange” doctrines being promoted were obviously connected in some way with the eating of foods (cf. Romans 14:1-17; 1
Corinthians 8:1-13). Paul tells his readers that food has no value in bringing them closer to God (cf. 1 Corinthians 8:8). In fact, Paul tells us
that the kingdom is of greater importance than mere food and drink (Romans 14:17). The eating of food or abstaining from food does not
influence one’s relationship with God or his citizenship in the kingdom. Spiritually speaking, food laws cannot strengthen those who live by
them.

In Ephesians 4:14-15, Paul tells us we are no longer to be:

“That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning
craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even
Christ:”
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